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RESPONSE TO APRIL 22, 2008 OFFICE COMMUNICATON 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

In a response to Office Action dated March 20, 2008, Applicants inadvertently 
listed claims 75 - 78 as withdrawn when in fact they were cancelled on May 20, 2005 
when an amendment was filed. In light of this, please amend the above-identified 
application as follows: 

Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims, which begin on page 2 
of this paper. 
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This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
ipplii at ion 

Listing of Claims: 

Claims 1-38 (cancelled). 

Claim 39 (amended): Apparatus for bonding soli biological tissue having an 
incision therein, comprising: 

forceps having first and second opposed arms mounted in a sleeve, the opposed 
arms being adapted to grip a portion of the tissue on both sides of the incision, the fo r ceps 
hav i ng -- a - pait : efeppi*n^ 
eenflgttfed - fer -j gr^ 

electrodes secured to jips_o£the opp forceps , the electrodes 

being configured to grasp-fef-eefttaetiftg said tissue portion; and 

an adjustable stop membe r mounted on an inside surface of the first opposed arm, 
f i ^ oop member being adapted to contact the second oppo ses, ynn ; id I n 
in contact to limit that limits t he extent to which the forceps may be deformed; 

a oh 1 i k it! i. . .■ 1 i< i ! v.i i! „ in „ ! i . clamping the 
forceps, the protuberance being located on an outside surface of one of the two opposed 

I OIK 1 p ' ^ \p UCtrbCf 

the adjustable stop member preventing-aad-pFeveats overexertion of pressure on 
grasped tissue by limiting the maximum force transferred to the tissue, despite increased 
pressure exerted on the forceps by a user, the stop member being adjustable to 
accommodate the bonding of tissues of varying thicknesses to provide tissue welding that 
forms a weld to reconnect the tissue. 

Claim 40 (amended): A method for _ bond mo ■. i- .5] o>> j- . comprising: 

selecting an T-he apparau isjis « timed ]n-ei claim 39 having v - w-h e r -e in-sa i- d 

elec ! rode - thai a: e dimensioned to have a volume which is at least 5 times that of the 

tissue portion volume; 
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applying the apparatus to so: i bit ^ _ - 1 c eu ; md 

aiUlb »?,' x,> ' iLlillt..'.:!. 1 ! ' i S1 !..Ail:.lLs 

Claim 41 (amended): The apparatus of claim 39-40, wherein said el ectrodes are 
made of a metal with a high heat conductivity. 

Claims 42-65 (canceled). 

Claim 66 (currently amended): The apparatus of claim 39, wherein the adjustable 
stop member comprises a replaceable lug of selectable length positioned between the two 
;;n:;-, .>;'■;:, forceps. 

Claim 67 (amended): The apparatus of claim 39, wherein the adjustable stop 
member comprises a lug and one or more spacers positionable between the lug and the 
inside surface of the first opposed arm to accommodate the bonding of tissues of varying 
thicknesses . 

Claim 68 (original): The apparatus of claim 39, wherein the adjustable stop 
member comprises an adjustable knob. 

Claims 69 - 70 (canceled). 

Claim 71 (amended): Apparatus for bonding soft biological tissue having an 
incision therein, comprising: 

forceps having first a n d_Sj ;> n nd oj ?posed an n -. m ount ed in a sleeve, the opposed 
arms being adapted to grip a portion of the tissue on both sides of the incision v -- the -- fei - ee - p s 
lmv - iHg -- a -- pa - ^ 
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electrodes secured to tips of the opposed arms of said forcepsj 
being configured to grasp -for - eeR - taet - m - g said tissue portion and r- -ce welding 
that forms a weld to reconnect the tissue ; and 

;i iu;_; thai : c : ih ■ ■, . ihh \ iUAUUl.cd.10. a.O.Jil.yde.iunace j^.f jj :u : u < •• • ••• d :x\ \\\. [he 

lug being adapted to contact the second opposed arm, and when in contact to limit s tep 
means fo r selectiveiy limiting the extent to which the forceps may he deformed-te 
provid e tissue w e lding tk H4<>B¥i*-a-- weld to reconn e ei-th e -ti s sti e, the lug s t o p m o a ns 
further preventing the overexertion of pressure on grasped tissue by limiting the 
maximum force transferred to the tissue, despite increased pressure exerted on the 
forceps by a user. 

Claim 72 (cancelled). 

Claim 73 (amended): The apparatus of claim 71, further comprising vvh^eHv-t-he- 
step-m e ftBS-eempris e s- one or more spacers positionable between the lug and the inside 
surface of the first opposed arm to accommodate the bonding of tissues of varying 
thicknesses . 

Claim 74 (amended): The apparatus of claim 71, further comprising where i n-the 
8tep"fa.eaBS-"een ; tpr-i'Ses-"an adjustable knob nuM.iiicd <m the <mKn.ie surface of the first 
opposed arm op posite the lug . 

Claims 75 (cancelled): The apparatus of claim 71, wherin the stop means 
comprises an electromagnetic drive. 

Claim 76 (cancelled): The apparatus of claim 75, wherein the electromagnetic 
drive is controlled by a computer. 

Claim 77 (cancelled): Apparatus for bonding soft biological tissue having an 
incision therein, comprising: 
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Forceps adapted to grip a portion of the tissue on both sides of the 
incision; electrodes secured to said forceps for contacting said tissue 
portion; and a stop member that has two selectable levels for limiting the 
extent to which the forceps may be deformed. 

Claim 78 (cancelled): The apparatus of claim 77, wherein the forceps have two 
arms, and wherein the stop member comprises a lug, a pin, and spacers placed between 
the two arms of the forceps, the stop member further comprising an electromagnetic drive 
that adjusts the position of the pin. 

Claim 79 (previously presented): The apparatus of claim 74, wherein the 
adjustable knob has a recessed surface for receiving a finger for clamping the forceps, the 
protuberance being located on an outside surface of one of the two opposed arms directly 
opposite the adjustable stop member. 



Page 5 of 6 



Appl.No. 10/673,358 
Response dated April 9, 2009 
Reply to Notice dated April 22, 2008 



Conclusion 



In view of the foregoing amendments, Applicants respectful !} ask that the finding 
of non-compliance and rejections be withdrawn, Believing that all things raised in the 
Examiner's April 22, 2008, Office Action have been addressed, the undersigned 
respectfully requests that the application be allowed and passed to issue. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Eric W, Cernyar 
Reg. No. 45,919 
Han or, Lively & Cernyar 
750 Rittiman Road 
San Antonio, TX 78209 
Phone: (719) 689-0700 
Cell: (719)216-6793 
Fax:(719) 325-8318 
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